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Well, no real reason other than | set
out to make a great sounding com-
pilation using only Dr. Strange
bands. And, on that particular day
these are the ones | picked. | had
no other reasons than that, really. It
could have been a much different
compilation on any other day to tell
you the truth. | wish | room for a
song from each band, but that
would make this a pretty pricey box
set!

But, as | was putting this comp to-

gether | did have a great sense of
pride knowing, in some way, | was
part of putting out some great songs
to the world. All the bands on Dr.
Strange are like family members to
me. | care about them all very
much and I'm proud to say that, for
most, we still have a bond that, |
hope, will never be broken. | want
nothing but the best for them.

Thanks to each and every band
member, past, present and future.



| know it's cliché to say it but | will;
| guess in the beginning...
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| remember the day | had the idea of starting
Dr. Strange Records. At thattime | was a
cook at a local bar & grill in Upland, Califor-
nia called “Sneakers”. My good buddy and
co-worker George (as well as next door
neighbor at the apartments | lived in) and |
were carpooling to work talking about our
"future" and if we would be working at that
restaurant forever. George had been into
punk for a long time and knew his stuff pretty
well. He was no longer into collecting re-
cords but | still was, big time, and | knew |
could get some hard to find re-

READ THiS! 1T cords that | would often see for
out NoW br.S ’ 1 sale in local record stores through-
Recordg. T Pr-Strange out Southern California: Zed, Vinyl
!MANSON YOUTH 7"ep Fetish, Bleeker Bob's etc..for a lot
rocord oomes oeoch less. Even though | didn't ask
ivinyl, 1td 1000, and George to be my partner, when |
hand numbered! Price is told him the idea of buying records
|$3.00 post paid in U.S. d ll h h h il
'$5.00 outside. (Dealers, and re-selling them through mai
‘wri!):esfo; w:olisale pri- order for a FAIR price he said,
ces).5end check, m.o. n ' : s
or cash to- Dr. Stranme Sounds great! I'm into it". Hey, |
Records! And while you're couldn't say no to George. | love
|at it get the latest cat- -
“alog packed with HUNDREDS that guy. And so, Dr. Strang.e Re
lof rare punk records from cords was born on that day in Oc-
Mzgf:: t;eRpre;ent.DBlitz, tober of 1988 on the way to work

8,X~Ra i i : H H
and & 1ot maber rPickies.t inthe car | still drive

this is pre-computers. | was typing out those
first mail order lists on an "old fashioned"
typewriter each and every month, for years!
My first list comprised of about 35 records
(some new, some rare) and a few t-shirts |
bought wholesale from SST Records. |
placed ads in Flipside and MRR and to my
surprise people responded! They would
send in one stamp and | would send them
the list of records | had each and every
month. | also hung fliers up at the local re-
cord stores | would go to and | put fliers on
any and all cars that had punk stickers. At
this time, | was still working at that same bar
& grill as a cook, prep cook, and waiter as
well as a part-time student at a community
college. My goal, as far as the mail order
was concerned, was just to do this for fun,
meet new people around the world and sell
rare records for a fair price.
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The “Label” part of Dr. Strange came about a
year or so later. | had heard something on
the news that people who write down their
"goals in life" are 70% more likely to accom-
plish them. "Okay, I'm not busy right now. I'll
do that”, | said to myself. My #1 item on the
list: Put out a record. | just wanted to put out
ONE release to say | did it....but who and
how? Well, living in those very same apart-

today, “The Red
Scare”...a 1981 Toy-
ota Corolla with
297,000 miles on it
and still going strong!

\‘\/ -
e ) e ,
s A It wasn't long after

'DR.STRANGE RECORDS | that George and his
A rL’;)nou{aB(éxA7O(L)J(gj\l;1701 wife moved out of

: : state to Oklahoma. |
paid him what [very]
Y+, -/0 [0/-+/ 1 little money we had made from
the mail order and we said our
goodbyes and | carried on...

! this side of my colen cancer.

"Uh.well,thats right friends

it's me,Ronnie Raygun, telling

you nutty kids about the graov-
| iest mail order resord store

Dr. Strange specializes in
rare,out of print,new.used,
colored and limited editicn

ounk records from ‘7% to the
bresant. Alsa a neat selection
of postersabadges,shirts,phctos,
stickers and more! So send one
dollar or two i.r.c. for catalog
and start being that copl person
you always wanted to be."

X3 FREANCE

TR, STRARGE

E.0. BOX 7000-117
ALTA LOFS, GA. 24701

The mail order was a lot of fun
and a LOT of work. Remember people,

' 2& &



ments that George and | lived in catalos £
was D.J. Setlak, the singer for a

local punk band from the early -~ .

80's called Manson Youth. | 6 S rA n G N
knew of Manson Youth from \S‘ /Z)J
high school. They had a "bad “— Q&— ~/
reputation"...kinda “rough” :

around the edges if you know g @ ;7

what | mean? | remember go- )
ing to a party in high school
where Manson Youth was play-
ing. As soon as | heard that

later he called me up at my apart-
ment [Dr. Strange headquarters]
and told me, "Hey Doc, | got the
7" and played it for everyone at
Mordam and Ruth [owner] wanted
to see if Dr. Strange would want
to be distributed by Mordam?" |
said, "Sure, sounds good to me!"
So, | mailed up a big box of 7"s
and within a month they had sold
500+ of them! | couldn't believe it.
| thought I'd be giving these away

4ELLC! WELCOVE TO DR, STRARGE HECORDS, WE RECIIVE KACORDS UHOL

ALL OVHR NE U.S. AND EUROPE, G IF YOU'Re LOCKING FOR ANYTIING IN

D.J. had brought his gun with
him and planned on shooting it
in the air while playing, | knew it

PARTICLAR, LET US KNOW AND WE WLLL DG OUR BEST TO FIZD 1T FOR You!
PLEASE WAKZ PAYWENTS IN HOKEY ORDER OR CUECK TO DR. STRANGE RECORDS.

IF WEITING A GHEGK, PLEASE ATLOW 1% DAYS TO CLEAR. FOSTAGE IS FRER

to people to use as Frisbees or
something! | soon found out what
having a good distributor was all

was time to leave. Oh, and yes,
he was drunk of course! But
“modern day” neighbor D.J. was
nothing but a nice guy and had
become a friend to me while
living there. (Also, | had met
drummer Corey Miller a couple
times in high school because
my best friend Gary was dating

his sister). 4

| think | mentioned the idea of

ON ORDERS OF $25 OR MORE, CIHERWISE, IT IS AS FOLLOWS:

7" ZICORDS & CASSEITES...32.00 FOR FIRST THO,
ADD 2% FOR BACH TEERE AFTER.
LP'S & 12"... $2.50 FOR FIRST TWO, ADD 30¢ FCR

TACH THERR AFTER.

TIANX & ENJOY!!

about and how truly lucky | was to
get a break from Mordam. My
goal of releasing just one record
became 2 and then 3 and then 4
and now it's 20 years later and I'm
working on number 119!

My next release was with The
Bolsheviks. It's hard to remem-
ber, but | think | saw them at Bo-
garts in Long Beach. | liked the
band, so after they were finished

PE‘ f}’zAd £

releasing a record to D.J. and he told me, "I have a
bunch of songs we recorded back in '83 that have
never been released”. Up until that time Manson Youth
only appeared on the legendary 1983 Toxic Shock Re-
cords 7"ep comp. "Noise From Nowhere". | figured,
why not? | liked the stuff they did on that record so Dr.
Strange Records [the Label] was born. The first release
was dsr-1 Manson Youth 7"ep., "s/t" (a.k.a. "Death
Dance").

| remember how difficult and time consuming it was just
to find a place that pressed records. Once again peo-
ple, NO Google, NO computers...I didn’t know anyone
that had a record label. But, | finally found United Re-
cord Pressing in Tennessee. | had the sleeves done at
a local printer and the labels at G&M in Los Angeles. |
pressed 1000 copies: 100 on black and the rest on gold
with 4 different colored sleeves. | placed a couple ads
in MRR and Flipside and got a pretty good response.
Hey, people actually wanted to buy this! My big break
came in an area | knew very little about at the time...
distribution. Because of my mail order | was in touch
with a few record labels and distributors, one of which
was Mordam Records, a punk rock distributor in San
Francisco that carried lots of different label's releases.
My sales rep was a guy named Peter and | had men-
tioned to him that | put a record out on my own label
and that | would send him a copy to check out. You
know, just to be nice. | did and about a week or two

playing | asked if they wanted to do a record.

My third release was by Los Angeles based Rhythm Col-
lision. | had met Harlan, the singer, once again from my
mail order catalog. He had bought some records from me
and was doing his own screen printing t-shirt thing. He
was printing shirts like X-Ray Spex, Clash, Buzzcocks,
etc. His band already had a self released 7"ep and I'm
not sure if he or | asked the question, "Do you want to put
something out?" In either case, we agreed and "A Look
Away" 7" was released.

After that, things started to fall into place pretty quickly
with another Manson Youth, Guttermouth, 12 Pack
Pretty, Jobbernowl, and so on. During this time, | was
still waiting tables, going to community college and put-
ting every single penny | made back into the label and
mail order...Oh, and still barely squeaking by. Then fi-
nally, after about 8 years of community college, | finished
my A.A. and decided to enroll at CSU San Bernardino.
My plan was to become an elementary school teacher
while still doing the label and mail order. But the
“problem” was the record “business” [I should say pas-
sion] consumed all of my time. | was working 12-14 hour
days, every day (no kidding) and loving it! Hey, I'm a
recovering workaholic! So | came to the difficult decision
of quitting school and going for broke on what I truly
loved. | kept remembering a quote | had painted on my
leather jacket that | got from a Social Unrest record, “Live



your life for today, for tomorrow may never
come”. And that’s what | decided to do.
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It was at this time that another pivotal mo-
ment in my life happened. | met my future
wife Crystal at the Anti-Club in Hollywood. |
knew her best friend Trish and she intro-
duced us. Crystal and | spent the night tak-
ing care of Trish who had too much “glug
glug” (booze)....I got her number (score!)...
called her the next day....she came over the
following Tuesday...we saw Youth Brigade
and The Crowd at Bogarts on Thursday and
the following weekend | asked her to be my
girlfriend. We've been to-
gether ever since. With her
great help and encourage-
ment | was able to, after 6
years of doing the mail order,
actually make enough money
to pay my rent and bills.
Things were looking up for me
and Dr. Strange Records! |
released records by VooDoo
Glow Skulls, The Bollweevils,
Schleprock, Zoinks!, Skankin
Pickle, Il Repute, Gameface
10 and so many more. All great
;Jﬁ bands that made amazing
'\ records! This was a fun time
s and when Dr. Strange, The
Label, really “took off".

DR. STRANGE RECORDS Brings You... S(@Z‘ﬂm‘[.‘ 12

GUTTERMOUTH

Only s7

THE BOLSHEVIKS
GiF oL ¢
BN |

Records & Shirts will be sold?

@J@L@;g working out of my house.
B AL SHOMS A A A - v s Back then | had about 3 peo-

ple helping out. They would
come over Monday through Friday from
about 10:00 to 5:00 and we would take care
of orders, wrap records, go to the post office
etc... It was a good team but | knew we were
outgrowing the one room in the house dedi-
cated to the mail order.

+, % %56/ [78*1+
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Back in high school, | had always thought it
would be really cool to own a record store.
Stores like Toxic Shock (Pomona) and Po-
seurs (Hollywood) were the inspiration for the
way | wanted my store to look. A record
store seemed like the perfect way to fulfill
another “dream” as well as rotating “Dr.

Strange Headquarters” out of my house.
Remember the workaholic part? | can't relax
if | have work staring me in the face and |
didn’t want to have a heart attack in my thir-
ties! So, | decided to open Dr. Strange, the
Store. | started stock piling extra records,
shirts, and patches for over a year before the
store opened. | didn’'t have money to go out
and buy enough stuff to fill a record store...
so | had to save, and save, and save....and
find a building to put it all in.

When | was about 8 years old, growing up in
Upland, California, my mom and | drove out
to Cucamonga for some reason. We ended
up on some old street, called Amethyst, with
old buildings in the middle of nowhere. Since
then, | often thought that area would be a
cool location for a record store. And interest-
ingly enough, while | was doing mail order
errands and keeping my eyes open for
places to rent, | had an “urge” to drive up a
street that | had never gone up before, even
though | had been living in Cucamonga for
many years. While | drove up the street, it
began to look familiar. | thought to myself, “I
know this place. This is that same street my
mom and | were on nearly 30 years ago!” It
looked just as | remembered with the beat up
[but cool] buildings from the early 1900’s. |
then looked to my left and saw an old build-
ing with a For Sale sign on it. | instantly
knew this was the new home for Dr. Strange
Records. Talk about another lucky break! |
was able to buy a historic landmark [first post
office in Alta Loma], and very cool building
from 1906 for cheap!

It took a lot of work and stress to get that
store ready in time for the October 1997
grand opening. A lot of my friends worked
endless hours a day, for months, on that
store. Some friends painted syringes and Dr.
Strange logo’s on cases while others organ-
ized the button and patch containers. Others
glued band names on dividers and helped
with creative ideas. Crystal and | had fun
shopping for cd racks, record racks and used
display cases at thrift stores and surplus
warehouses and trying to figure out how to
start a record store. And, thanks to the hard
work of one of my oldest friends Tim [aka
Ting] it went from a drug selling, dirty, an-
tique (junk) shop into the cool building that is
today. It's nice when an “old timer” comes in



and says, “Hey, this kinda reminds me of Toxic Shock more. Since that day, we've had people stop by from all

Records.” over the world; Japan, Scotland, Brazil, Canada, New
York, Australia, and more. We've also had a few special
band in-stores: The Casualties, Whatever, Mad Parade,
The Billybones, The Tank as well as photographer Ed-
ward Colver who did a book signing. Hey, it's never a

dull a moment at Dr. Strange!

| remember, the night before the grand opening, we

were there until about 2:00 a.m. trying to get these new  The best thing about working at the store is coming in

doors installed. They weren't fitting! | had sent out contact with some of the weirdest people you'd ever want

postcards to my mail order people all throughout Cali- to meet! |think there’'s something (bad) in the water near

fornia and Arizona and placed ads in all the local zines the record store because man o man the nuts fall right

so it HAD to be ready on time. It was, but barely! Tons into the store. One of my favorite “Dr. Strange Charac-

of people showed up from all over Southern California ters” is a guy we called “shits everywhere man”. He was-
n't a customer but just some local nut-job that would walk
into the store about 3-4 days a week, look around, walk
straight to our bathroom, take the worst smelling dump
you've ever smelled and leave without saying a word.
And the funny thing about this guy is that | used to see
him all around town in other places doing the same thing!
Of course after a while we had to tell him the bathroom
was broken. | haven’t seen him in years but not to worry,
once one nut-job leaves it only takes about a week or so
until another takes his place. I think we've been through
about 7-8 really good kooks so far. Like | said, never a
dull moment...
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In these 20 years | have been lucky enough to meet
some great people from all around the world, worked with
some loyal friends, made friends with bands, [some of
which | “idolized” while in high school], and most impor-
tantly | am lucky enough to actually have a “job” that | still
love going to every day. There are a countless amount of
people to thank for helping me get to this point. Without
them | wouldn’t be here. I'd love to thank each and every
one of them by name but | know I'd leave at least one out
and | don’t want to hurt anyone’s feelings. But, there is
ONE person | must thank...My wife Crystal. There's a
line in our wedding vows that says “Together we are un-
stoppable”. That couldn’t be more true. Without her al-
ways being there for me no matter what and always sup-
porting me 100% with her advice, motivation and great
ideas, I'd probably still be working as a waiter at that bar
& grill. In any case, | know | wouldn’t be as happy as |
am. All my hard work is for her.

And lastly, thanks everyone for all your support! | hope

and some even made it from Arizona. We had bands you enjoy this compilation. Keep your eyes peeled for my
play, giveaways, free food and drinks. | remember we 30" Anniversary Comp coming in 2018 and keep fighting
had lots of great rare records on the wall for sale: The the good fight!

Freeze 7" “| Hate Tourists”, Danzig 7" “Who Killed Mari-

yln?”, Misfits 7” “Halloween”, Bad Religion 7"ep and Doc
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